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• The issue 
• Why are the FSA involved? 
• FSA responsibilities in Govt response to 

AMR 
 



WITHOUT URGENT, 
COORDINATED ACTION, THE 

WORLD IS HEADING TOWARDS 
A POST-ANTOBIOTIC ERA IN 

WHICH COMMON INFECTIONS 
AND MINOR INJURIES, WHICH 
HAVE BEEN TREATABLE FOR 
DECADES, CAN ONCE AGAIN 

KILL 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 





Global Problem 
AUSTRALIA 

Of the 700 tonnes of antibiotics 
imported each year, 80% is 
used to boost agricultural 
production and treat sick 
animals. 
 
Of the 22 million prescriptions 
for human antibiotics written 
every year, up to 50% are 
unnecessary. USA 

Each year, antibiotic resistance 
costs the U.S. health system 
$21-32 billion. 

EUROPE 

Deaths from AMR in Europe 
were estimated at 25,000 in 
2014. 





AMR in the food chain 



Source: EUFIC 



Food Standards Agency 
• Set up in April 2000 by the Food Standards Act 1999.  
• UK remit: to protect public health and interests of 

consumers in relation to food: 
“The main objective of the Agency in carrying out its functions is to protect public health from risks 
which may arise in connection with the consumption of food (including risks caused by the way in 
which it is produced or supplied) and otherwise to protect the interests of consumers in relation to 
food.”(Extract from Section 1 Food Standards Act 1999) 

• Status: non-ministerial government department, 
governed by a Board accountable to Westminster 
and the devolved parliament/assemblies, through 
health ministers. 
 



Consumers interests… 

• Food is safe and 
• what it says it is. 
 
• Consumers have access 

to an affordable healthy 
diet, now and in the 
future and 

• can make informed 
choices about what to 
eat. 
 





• 280,000 affected per year 
 

• Cost to UK economy £900 million 
 

• With AMR – cost could be much 
higher 
 



Based on “European 
Union Summary 
Report on 
antimicrobial 
resistance in zoonotic 
and indicator bacteria 
from humans, animals 
and food in 2013”. 
 
Source: EFSA 

Levels of AMR in the food chain 



FSA Approach to Risk 
 • Assess using best scientific advice and acknowledge 

uncertainties: reassess in the light of new evidence 
(research) 

• Manage:  consistent, proportionate; not claim to 
eliminate risk 

• Communicate: consultation, openness, honesty, role 
of the media 

• Monitor and audit enforcement and outcomes 



Science advice to government  

• Scientific Advisory Committees help government 
collect scientific information and make judgements 
about it. 

 
• They review, and sometimes commission, scientific 

research, and offer independent expert judgement, 
including where facts are missing or uncertainties 
exist. 



ACMSF History 
• The ACMSF was set up in 1990 on the 

recommendation of the “Richmond Committee” to 
advise the UK Health and Agriculture Ministers. 

• In 2000 the Committee was required to advise the 
newly-formed Food Standards Agency. 

• Terms of reference - “To assess the risk to humans of 
microorganisms which are used or occur in or on food and to advise 
the Food Standards Agency on any matters relating to the 
microbiological safety of food.” 

 
                                 Website:  http://acmsf.food.gov.uk 

 

http://acmsf.food.gov.uk/


Current Working Groups 

• Surveillance Working Group 
• Newly Emerging Pathogens Working Group 
• Antimicrobial Resistance Working Group (2013) 
• Eggs working group (from February 2015) 



ACMSF subgroup on AMR 

Role 
• Established in July 2013 to assess the risks to humans from 

foodborne transmission of antimicrobial resistant 
microorganisms and provide advice to the FSA. 

 
Terms of Reference 
• To review key documents and identify the risks for the UK food 

chain in relation to AMR which may have consequences for 
human health. 

• To comment on progress in understanding the issue of AMR 
since the ACMSF produced its report in 1999 and subsequent 
reviews. 

• To highlight key research or surveillance gaps in relation to AMR 
microorganisms and the food chain. 
 

 
 



FSA research 

• Survey of Campylobacter contamination in fresh, 
whole UK produced chilled chicken at retail sale since 
February 2014, and samples have been taken for one 
year. 

•  About 300 Campylobacter isolates are to be tested 
for their resistance to a range of AMR and the results 
will be shared with the respective retailers for the 
chicken samples prior to publication.  
 

 



Note: As 900 million chickens reared per year in UK  – 
a lot of AMR campylobacter in UK 



FSA research 

• A Systematic literature review to increase our 
understanding of the role of food production, 
processing and consumption in the development and 
spread of AMR.  
 

• This study is released today (Nov 25th 2016)  at this 
workshop 

 





• Lord O’Neill made 29 recommendations in his report, 
and the Government has set out its response to each 
of these. Three of these are particularly relevant to 
the role and work of the FSA.  



• Recommendation 3.3 calls on UN agencies for human 
and animal health and for food and agriculture to 
bring together 
a global group of experts to help everyone agree 
those antibiotics that should be banned or restricted 
from use in agriculture.  
 

• Codex recently agreed the setting up of 
an AMR Task Force. As a preliminary step in this 
work, the UK will be hosting a working group, which 
the FSA will co-chair with Australia and the USA.   
 

• Running from Monday 28th Nov 2016 
 



• Recommendation 3.4 calls on major food 
producers, retailers and regulators to agree 
standards for ‘responsible use’ in agriculture, as a 
basis for labelling or certification schemes. 
 

•  The FSA believes that consumers are able to 
engage with complex food issues if they are given 
the right support and opportunities to do so. We 
also believe that providing greater transparency 
on anti-biotic use will incentivise rapid and 
comprehensive improvement, support innovation 
and reward responsible businesses.  
 



• Recommendation 4 calls for improved 
surveillance. As one of our corporate 
objectives for this year we are developing a 
new strategic approach to surveillance, and 
we will apply this approach to surveillance for 
AMR in food.  
 

• Workshop on Tuesday 29th Nov 
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